
 

LESSON PLAN:  “THE POETICS OF POST-INDUSTRIALISM: THE STORIES 

OF WORK AND WORKING IN A CHANGING CITY/WORLD” 

*ADAPTED FROM THE YOUNG CHICAGO AUTHORS’ CURRICULUM FOR POETRYN.O.W. 

OBJECTIVE:  To have students write about work in a new economy. 

KEY TERMS: Storytelling – The act of writing or telling a story, especially one that follows 
a chronological format. 
Imagery - Vivid descriptive language that appeals to the senses. 

STANDARDS:  Virginia 

9.1, 10.1 I, 9.3 – 11.3 F, 12.3 E, 9.4 A, 
C-M, 9.6 – 10.6 A E, 9.6 B, D, E, H, 
10.6 C, F, 12.7 A 

Common Core 

Reading 

Grades 6-8: 2, 4, 6 
Grades 9-12: 2, 4 

Writing 

Grades 6-8: 3.b-d, 4, 5 
Grades 9-12: 3.a-d, 4, 5 

Speaking and Listening 

Grades 6-8: 1.b-d  
Grades 9-12: 1.c-d 

Language Standards 

Grades 6-8: 3, 5 
Grades 9-12: 3, 5 

 

INTRODUCTION: HL Mencken said the job of the writer in the 20th century is to record the 
process of industrialization. Perhaps the job of the poet in the 21st century is to 
record the process of post-industrialization, de-industrialization, and 
globalization. Have students consider this idea.   

STEP ONE: Ask students to write a list of jobs their family, friends, selves, and other 
people in their neighborhood have and have had. 

STEP TWO: Read Espada’s poem and discuss. What is he saying about the toolman’s job 
in relation to the man that he is? 

STEP THREE: Have students write about a job from their list. Students should use imagery 
and information. Stress that the more specific the writing, the better. Write for 



 

10-15 minutes, encouraging them to fill an entire page. Then share.  

  



 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 
 

“The Toolman Unemployed” by Martin Espada 
     -Connecticut River Valley, 1992 

 
The toolmaker 
is sixty years old, 
unemployed 
since the letter 
from his boss 
at the machine shop. 
 
He carries 
a cooler of soda 
everywhere, 
so as not to carry 
a flask of whiskey. 
 
During the hours 
of his shift, 
he is building a barn 
with borrowed lumber 
or hacking at trees 
in the yard. 
 
The family watches 
and listens to talk 
of a bullet 
in the forehead, 
maybe for himself, 
 
maybe for the man 
holding the second mortgage. 
 
Sometimes 
he stares down 
into his wallet. 

 

 


