
 

LESSON PLAN: “AIN’T GOT NO…” 

OBJECTIVE:  To build self-confidence through the exploration, discovery, and acceptance 

of the things we really do and don’t have. 

KEY TERMS: Anaphora - Repetition for effect—the use of the same word or phrase at the 
beginning of several successive clauses, sentences, lines, or verses, usually 
for emphasis or rhetorical effect. 
Tone – Refers to an attitude a writer takes toward a subject.   
Syntax - The study of an author’s specific use of phrases, clauses, and 
sentence patterns.   
Parallelism (parallel structure) - The repetition of words or phrases that 
have similar grammatical structures.  

STANDARDS:  Virginia 

9.1 F, 10.1 D, 9.4 A, 9.4 F, 9.4 H, 10.4 
H, 10.4 K, 11.4 E, 11.4 F, 11.4 H, 12. 4 
F, 9.7-12.7 A 

Common Core 

Speaking and Listening 

Grades 6-8: 1.b-d, 2, 5 
Grades 9-12: 1.c-d, 5 

Language Standards 

Grades 6-8: 3, 6 
Grades 9-12: 3, 6 

 

INTRODUCTION: For the facilitator only: Today we will be doing a multi-step/multi-media 
writing workshop. You will either need access to 
YouTube http://youtu.be/mZVQmJVXDkk or already own Nina Simone’s 
song “Ain’t Got No, I Got Life.” Lyrics to the song are provided below. Please 
listen to this song before conducting this workshop. You will have to turn it 
off at a particular point. 

*It is important to follow this workshop step-by-step. 

STEP ONE: 
 

Play the first half of the song. Stop at the 50-second mark. Read the lyrics (for 
the first half of the song) to the participants. Ask: What purpose does the 
repetition of the phrase “Ain’t Got No…” at the beginning of each serve? 
Then introduce the term “anaphora” (a-NAPH-o-ra) and share the definition. 

* Song and discussion five to seven minutes. 

http://youtu.be/mZVQmJVXDkk


 

STEP TWO: Say to participants: Compose a list of things you don’t have. Give a few 
examples. “Car, Playstation, horse, a million dollars, etc.”  Have them start 
each line with the same phrase. They can change the anaphora from the 
lyrics in the song but should stick to whatever new arrangement they have 
chosen for the purpose of the exercise. 

            * Give poets three to five minutes to brainstorm and write. 

STEP THREE: Play the remainder of the song. Read the lyrics for the rest of the song. Ask: 
Does the change in the repeated phrase do anything to alter the tone of the 
song. What was the change?   

             *Song and Discussion for three to five minutes. 

STEP FOUR: *It is no longer necessary to stay committed to the anaphora (unless 
they choose) *   

Say to participants:  Turn your papers over. At the top of the page, write 
“What I Got…” 

Ask: What are the things in this world that you have that nobody can take 
away? Now write them down. 

Allow the students five to ten minutes to free write.  

During the free write, walk around and assist any participants who may be 
struggling or stuck. 

STEP FIVE: Say to participants: Pens down. Finish your last thoughts.   

Have them quickly review the two lists that they have created. 

Ask: In the greater scheme of your life and what you want to accomplish, 
which one of these lists truly matters?  

Now it’s time to share. 

Discuss poems in accordance with the comfort level the participants have 
built with each other. 

 

 

 



 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS  

“Ain’t Got No- I Got Life” by Nina Simone 

I ain't got no home, ain't got no shoes 
Ain't got no money, ain't got no class 
Ain't got no skirts, ain't got no sweater 
Ain't got no perfume, ain't got no bed 
Ain't got no mind, 
 
Ain't got no mother, ain't got no culture 
Ain't got no friends, ain’t got no schoolin' 
Ain't got no love, ain't got no name 
Ain't got no ticket, ain't got no token 
Ain't got no god 
 
And what have I got? 
Why am I alive anyway? 
Yeah what have I got? 
Nobody can take away?... 
 
Got my hair, got my head 
Got my brains, got my ears 
Got my eyes, got my nose 
Got my mouth, I got my smile 
 
I got my tongue, got my chin 
Got my neck, got my boobies 
Got my heart, got my soul 
Got my back, I got my sex 
 
I got my arms, got my hands, got my 
fingers, 
got my legs, got my feet, got my toes, 
got my liver, got my blood… 
 
I've got life, 
I've got my freedom 
I've got life 
I've got life, 
and I am gonna keep it 
I've got life, 
and nobody's gonna take it away 
I've got life 


