
 

LESSON PLAN: “A METAPHOR BY ANY OTHER NAME”  

CREATED BY LONNIE JONES 

OBJECTIVE: To create and discuss metaphors while simultaneously reviewing a few basic 
parts of speech.   

KEY TERMS: Metaphor - A figure of speech that makes a comparison equating two or 
more unlike things without using a connective word such as like, as, than, or 
resembles.  
Extended Metaphor - A comparison between two unlike things that 
continues throughout a series of sentences in a paragraph or lines in a poem. 
Abstract Noun – A word that names an idea, event, quality, or concept. 
Concrete Noun – A word that names a material or tangible object or 
phenomenon—something recognizable through the senses. 
Preposition - A word which shows relationships among other words in the 
sentence. 
Verb - Any of a large class of words in a language that serve to indicate the 
occurrence or performance of an action, the existence of a state or condition, 
etc.  

STANDARDS:  Virginia 

9.3 – 12.3 F, 9.6 – 10.6 A E, 9.6 B, D, E, 
H, 10.6 C, F 

Common Core 

Writing 

Grades 6-8: 4, 5 
Grades 9-12: 4, 5 

Speaking and Listening 

Grades 6-8: 1.b-d  
Grades 9-12: 1.c-d 

Language Standards 

Grades 6-8: 1, 3, 5 
Grades 9-12: 5 

 

INTRODUCTION: Have the students discuss the differences between an abstract noun and a 
concrete noun. Then, explain the difference between a verb and its relative, 
the participle. The students’ understanding of these terms is essential for the 
lesson to go accordingly.   



 

STEP ONE: 
 

Have the students tear a sheet of paper into 6 pieces. 

 Write an abstract noun on one piece, fold it, and pass them to the 
facilitator 

 Write a color on the next piece, and pass to facilitator again (keeping 
different word types separate) 

 Write an animal on the next 
 Write a concrete noun on the next 
 Write a verb (in participle form).   
 Write a preposition 

STEP TWO: Give each student one word type from the pieces of paper (not the ones they 
wrote themselves). 

STEP THREE: 
 

Combine and write out in this order: 

(Abstract noun) is a (color) (animal) (verb) (preposition) a/the (concrete 
noun). 

STEP FOUR: 
 

Write out all the random metaphor combinations where the students can see 
them. Have them each pick two, and explain what the metaphor means. Tell 
them to focus on what colors symbolize, what kind of animal it is, and what the 
verb entails. Afterwards, explain how this combination fits the abstract noun 
to which it is tied. 

STEP FIVE: Discuss each metaphor as a group, letting the students who chose that 
metaphor give their explanation, and then letting other students give their 
opinions. If no one picked a particular metaphor, start by asking questions, 
i.e., “What do you think of when you hear (insert animal name)?” etc. 

STEP SIX: If time allows, have students pick their favorite metaphor to use as writing 
prompt.   



 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 

"Abstract and concrete are usually defined together or in terms of each other. The 
abstract is that which exists only in our minds, that which we cannot know through 

our senses. It includes qualities, relationships, conditions, ideas, theories, states of 
being, fields of inquiry and the like. We cannot know a quality such as consistency 

directly through our senses; we can only see or hear about people acting in ways 
that we come to label consistent." 

(William Vande Kopple, Clear and Coherent Prose. Scott, Foresman, 1989) 

Abstract Noun: A noun (such as courage or freedom) that names an idea, event, quality, or 
concept. 

• "Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired." 
(Robert Frost) 
 

• "Creativity requires the courage to let go of certainties." 
(Erich Fromm) 

 
• "Men say they love independence in a woman, but they don't waste a second 

demolishing it brick by brick." 
(Candice Bergen) 

 
• "When love is gone, there's always justice. 

And when justice is gone, there's always force. 
And when force is gone, there's always Mom. 
Hi, Mom!" 
(Laurie Anderson) 

 
"Beauty and fear are abstract ideas; they exist in your mind, not in the forest 
along with the trees and the owls. Concrete words refer to things we can 
touch, see, hear, smell, and taste, such as sandpaper, soda, birch trees, smog, 
cow, sailboat, rocking chair, and pancake. . . . 
 
"Good writing balances ideas and facts, and it also balances abstract and 
concrete diction. If the writing is too abstract, with too few concrete facts and 
details, it will be unconvincing and tiresome. If the writing is too concrete, 
devoid of ideas and emotions, it can seem pointless and dry." 
(Alfred Rosa and Paul Eschholz, Models for Writers: Short Essays for 
Composition. St. Martin's, 1982) 

Concrete Noun: A noun (such as chicken or egg) that names a material or tangible object or 
phenomenon--something recognizable through the senses. 

http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/concreterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/mo/g/nounterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/d/g/disctionterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/mo/g/nounterm.htm


 

Verb: (In traditional grammar) any of a large class of words in a language that serve to 
indicate the occurrence or performance of an action, the existence of a state or condition, 
etc. In English, such words as run, make, do, and the like are verbs. 

add 

allow 

bake 

bang 

call 

chase 

damage 

drop 

end 

escape 

fasten 

fix 

gather 

grab 

hang 

hug 

imagine 

itch 

jog 

jump 

kick 

knit 

land 

lock 

march 

mix 

name 

notice  

obey 

open 

pass 

promise 

question 

reach 

rinse 

scatter 

stay 

talk 

turn 

untie 

use 

vanish 

visit 

walk 

work 

yawn 

yell 

zip 

zoom 

Participles: come in two varieties: past and present. They are two of the five forms 
or principal parts that every verb has. Look at the charts below. 

Verb 
Simple 

Present 

Simple 

Past 

Past 

Participle 

Present 

Participle 
Infinitive 

giggle giggle(s) Giggled Giggled giggling 
to 

giggle 

help help(s) Helped Helped helping to help 

jump jump(s) Jumped Jumped jumping to jump 

 

Prepositions:  A preposition is a word which shows relationships among other words in the 
sentence. The relationships include direction, place, time, cause, manner and amount.  

She went to the store. To is the preposition which shows direction.  

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/verb.htm


 

He came by bus. By is the preposition which shows manner.  

They will be here at three o'clock. At is the preposition which shows time.  

It is under the table.  Under is the preposition which shows place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


