
 

LESSON PLAN: “EULOGIES - BEFORE I LEAVE THE STAGE”  

OBJECTIVE:  To introduce students to eulogies and epitaphs and to have them reflect on 

their journey thus far by writing their own epitaph and eulogy.   

KEY TERMS: Eulogy – An oration to honor a deceased person, usually at a funeral. 
Point of View – The perspective from which an author reveals events and 
ideas in a story.  
Tone – Refers to an attitude a writer takes toward a subject. 
Epitaph – A phrase or statement written in memory of a person who has died, 
especially as an inscription on a tombstone. 
Haiku – A Japanese poem of seventeen syllables, in three lines of five, seven, 
and five, traditionally evoking images of the natural world. 
 

STANDARDS:  Virginia 

9.1 C, 10.1 D, 9.4 A, 9.4 H, 10.4 H, 
11.4 E, 9.7-12.7 E 

Common Core 

Reading 

Grades 6-8: 1, 2, 4, 6 
Grades 9-12: 1, 2, 4 

Writing 

Grades 6-8: 3.b-d, 4, 5 
Grades 9-12: 3.a-d, 4, 5 

Language Standards 

Grades 6-8: 3, 5 
Grades 9-12: 3, 5 

  



 

INTRODUCTION: A eulogy is usually performed for the deceased during a funeral service. It 
aims to remember and honor the death rather than mourn it. A eulogy can be 
used to praise someone that is alive, too.  Ask your students the following 
questions:  

• Have you ever witnessed a eulogy or a funeral?  
• What was it like?  
• What sort of emotions—besides mournful—did it evoke?  
• What sort of tone did it have? Maybe it was celebratory, nostalgic, or 

even humorous.  

Read the eulogies under Additional Materials. Point out how they are all from 
the point of view of the deceased. Also have students notice how they all aim 
to remember rather than to mourn. What is the tone in each of the poems?  

STEP ONE: 
 

Introduce the concepts of epitaphs and haikus.   

Have students write their own epitaphs in haiku form as a warm up. Before 
they begin, have them answer the following questions: 

• What do you think you would be remembered for?  
• What words would people use to describe you?  
• What have you done worth honoring?  

Try adopting somebody else’s point of view, like your friends’ or family’s, if it 
helps.  

Now use those ideas and put them in haiku form. If they don’t want to write 
their epitaphs in haiku form, that is fine, too.  

STEP TWO: Now choose one of the following prompts:  

• Write your own eulogy using your ideas and haiku from step one. Start 
with “I will be remembered for…” 

• Write a eulogy for yourself in another person’s point of view. Start with 
“(insert name) will be remembered for…” 

Note: Your eulogy does not have to be written in one tone. In fact, using a 
variety of tones is encouraged. Make it nostalgic or funny or both.  

Write for 10-15 minutes and share!   

 

  



 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 
 

“Do Not Stand At My Grave and Weep” by Mary Frye 
 

Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there. 
I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn’s rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry; 
I am not there. 
I did not die. 
 

“Farewell My Friend” by Rabindranath Tagore 
 

At every turning of my life 
I came across 
Good friends, 
Friends who stood by me 
Even when the time raced me by. 
Farewell, farewell 
My friends 
I smile and 
Bid you goodbye. 
No, shed no tears 
For I need them not 
All I need is your smile. 
If you feel sad 
Do think of me 
For that’s what I’ll like. 
When you live in the hearts 
Of those you love 
Remember then 
You never die. 

 



 

 
Death Is Nothing At All” by Canon Henry Scott-Holland 

 
Death is nothing at all 
I have only slipped away into the next room 
I am I and you are you 
Whatever we were to each other 
That we are still 
Call me by my old familiar name 
Speak to me in the easy way you always used 
Put no difference into your tone 
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow 
Laugh as we always laughed 
At the little jokes we always enjoyed together 
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me 
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was 
Let it be spoken without effort 
Without the ghost of a shadow in it 
Life means all that it ever meant 
It is the same as it ever was 
There is absolute unbroken continuity 
What is death but a negligible accident? 
Why should I be out of mind 
Because I am out of sight? 
I am waiting for you for an interval 
Somewhere very near 
Just around the corner 
All is well. 
Nothing is past; nothing is lost 
One brief moment and all will be as it was before 
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting when we meet again! 


